Endocytosis of cell-cell junctions and spontaneous cell disaggregation in a cultured human ovarian adenocarcinoma. (COLO 316).
Although cultured COLO 316 human ovarian adenocarcinoma cells are joined by extensive tight junctions and numerous demosomes in confluent monolayers, viable cells may be spontaneously released into the nutrient medium. Intracytoplasmic vesicles containing tight junctional and desmosomal elements were identified in freeze-fracture and thin section preparations of the released cells and some vesicles exhibited structural signs of degradation. Possible mechanisms for tight junctional and desmosomal interiorization and the possible relationship between junctional interiorization and certain malignant behaviors are discussed.